
STOP
Stop Signs

Are they right

for your neighborhood?

Ensuring
traffic safety is

incumbent on all of us
as drivers, pedestrians,

neighbors, parents and citizens.
Stop signs should not be viewed
as a cure-all for solving all traffic

safety related problems in a
neighborhood.  When properly

located, stop signs can be a
useful traffic control device

to enhance safety for all
roadway users.

A City Commitment
to Traffic Safety

The City of Cottage Grove is committed to
providing citizens with the safest and most
efficient transportation system possible. This
pamphlet is designed to provide you with
useful and helpful information regarding stop
signage.



As more and more vehicles are on our streets,
traffic volumes seem to continuously grow and
speeds seem to increase on many streets.
These concerns are reflected in the increasing
number of calls being received by the City of
Cottage Grove. Many of those calls are also
asking for installation of stop signs to divert or
slow traffic.

Do stop signs really work or are they just
another symbol that really does not deter
traffic? Does a stop sign installation create
larger traffic problems? Are they effective in
slowing and diverting traffic?

Several studies of stop signs installed for this
very purpose don't back up the commonly held
beliefs.

A stop sign is one of the most valuable and
effective traffic control devices, when used at
the right place and under the right conditions. It
can also create a dangerous situation and
diminish the effectiveness of other signs when
improperly used.

Studies have shown that speeds can actually
increase between stop signs, up to 3-5 mph
faster. Some drivers are irritated by "speed
control stop signs" and develop tendencies to
make up for lost time by over-accelerating or
traveling at higher speeds.

Studies generally have
shown that too many

s t o p s i g n s a n d / o r
unwarranted stop signs create a

host of undesirable traffic safety
conditions.

So why not have a stop sign installed when
a neighborhood requests it?

Speeds aren’t reduced by stop sign
installation

Diversion of traffic is not often achieved
through stop sign use

Effectiveness of stop signs is much lower than
most people believe

Noise, air quality, and accidents from
decelerating and accelerating vehicles

Creating a false sense of security

Most of the traffic on the street is there by choice
and installation of a stop sign will not cause the
traffic to re-route itself. While stop signs may
divert a small amount of traffic, the diverted traffic
may simply choose a residential street as easy as
choosing a more regional roadway.

At unwarranted stop signs, where the motorists
are not certain why the sign has been installed, the
compliance is relatively poor.

Installation of a stop sign does not improve safety
or provide a secure or safe haven for children to
play. Children should be actively discouraged
from playing in or directly adjacent to any street
regardless of volume.

When not required to
stop by cross traffic,

only 5-20 percent of all
drivers will come to a

complete stop, 40-60 percent
will come to a “rolling” stop below 5

mph, and 20-40 percent will pass
through at higher than 5 mph.

Residents adjacent to a stop sign may see lower
speeds. There also tends to be more noise, an
increased incidence of rear end collisions, and an
air quality element associated with vehicle stops
at intersections.

Stop signs are installed when meeting the MnDOT
guidelines and “warrants” relating to traffic
volume, visibility, and traffic flow. These criteria

(

Transportation Engineering Association Study)

So where are stop signs justified?

National

are included as part of a detailed study, which
ultimately provide standardization across
communities.

Stop signs can also be installed at local street
intersections where there is a specific hazard,
such as limited sight distance and where
volume of traffic and hazard combine to make
stop sign controls effective.

The frequency of accidents at an intersection
may suggest a need for additional traffic control
devices.

increased at intersections
where stop signs have been

installed without meeting warrants
or where circumstances did not justify

the installation. Reasons for this include
drivers ignoring what they perceive to be
an unnecessary stop sign, too many stop
signs along a roadway, or pedestrians
believing that vehicles will stop at a stop
sign.

Traffic Volume

Accidents

Other Conditions

Traffic volumes may suggest a need for a stop
sign, with a lower volume street typically
qualifying for a stop sign as it intersects a
higher volume street.

National studies have
shown that accident

r a t e s h a v e a c t u a l l y

If, after reviewing this pamphlet, your
neighborhood believes the City should
consider the installation of a stop sign, please
send or e-mail a letter outlining your request to:

City of Cottage Grove
Public Works Department
8635 West Point Douglas Road South
Cottage Grove, MN 55016-3318
info@cottage-grove.org
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